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Talking to Children

By talking to your child(ren), parents and caregivers are helping to develop speech and
language skills. A child who has strong speech and language skills will be a better reader
and writer. When talking to children, consider using these “Talking Tools":

“"Use correct sentences” When your child says “Him go home”, you can respond
with emphasis “Yes, he will go home”.

“Repeat new words often” You can help develop your child’s vocabulary by using
new words often. They need to hear new words several times before they will
begin to understand and use them.

"Talk about what you are doing” or "Talk about what the child is doing”
By doing activities together and talking about what you are doing and seeing, you are
giving children new words and teaching them how to build sentences, and use proper
grammar.

Summer Reading Tips

Reading in the summer is words first, next, then,
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- Summer Time ldeas

Speech and language development can be enriched all summer
- -+~ long by talking with your children. Talk while playing in the yard,
' grocery shopping, going to the zoo, visiting family and friends,
going to the splash pad/or local wading pool etc. Talk talk talk!

Sunny Day Ideas Rainy Day Ideas

+ Go for a Picnic—have your child « Play ‘I Spy with my little eye’

help you pack up a lunch to eat - Play while grocery shopping, in the
outside, bring a big blanket for car or out on a walk. Think about
everyone to sit on. learning/practising colours, shapes

Play with chalk—Use sidewalk and new words.

chalk to make your own outdoor + Build a fort— Use an old bed sheet
games like hopscotch, write ABCs and build an indoor fort, don’t for-

& numbers, play tic-tac-toe. get your flashlight and books!

Play Hide-and-See Plan meals and cook together—
Get the whole

family involved,

Help children measure, count and
follow instructions.

use location words | + Practice with magnetic letters /

(behind, in, under, on top, numbers— Use a cookie sheet and

Play What Time is it Mr. Wolf? - practise making words, putting
Your child can ask Mr. Wolf (adult letters/numbers in order, talking
facing backwards) for time, and about letter names & sounds.

then take the same amount of . Put on a puppet show—Use old

steps. )
P socks or mittens, and create

characters. Have fun!

KID TALK!




